
 

 

 

 

 
 

Oak Tree Curriculum  
 

The Oak Tree Curriculum is underpinned by our core values and 

key aims which were developed by staff with contributions from 

children and parents. 

 

We want our children to learn in practical situations through fun, 

engaging and motivating experiences. Children are 

encouraged to pose and respond to their own questions in an 

environment where the teacher is the facilitator of a broad 

range of purposeful learning activities. Our learning is child 

initiated, incorporating many of the children’s interests into our 

questioning, and all of our children and parents contribute to 

curriculum planning and development. 

 

We use our whole school environment as much as possible to 

focus on developing the whole child. All learning is underpinned 

by our Learning Behaviours (see Learning Behaviours booklet) 

which instil independence, resilience, challenge and 

accountability within learners, ultimately ensuring a sense of 

achievement for all. We are committed to developing the 

holistic child, preparing Oak Tree pupils for life in the 21st century 

world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Aims 

 
The Oak Tree Curriculum is designed to encourage, engage 

and motivate children’s accountability for their own 

learning. The curriculum underpinned by purposeful, 

relevant and meaningful learning experiences which allow 

for and ensure progression of skills. 

 

It is purposefully designed to incorporate statutory learning 

whilst maintaining flexibility to incorporate children’s 

interests, exposing learners to a broad and balanced range 

of learning opportunities. Teachers are empowered by this 

flexibility, taking risks and ownership over the learning of their 

class.  

 

We actively promote cross-curricular learning; teachers 

ensure that learning skills and strategies are applied across 

the whole curriculum. 

 

Learning at Oak Tree is underpinned by first-hand, rich 

experiences and, where possible, we enjoy creating our 

own sense of ‘awe and wonder’ in school. Each term, we 

ensure that our children access learning experiences 

outside of the school environment by providing educational 

visits to enhance and embed knowledge and skills. 

 

At the heart of our curriculum is the link between home and 

school. We share weekly learning via our blog so that 

parents can see what and how we have been learning and 

we promote the value of homework to enhance learning 

progression. Our mission is to ensure that every pupil who 

enters our school leaves at the end of Key Stage Two (KS2) 

at the Age-Related Expectation (ARE) for all subjects within 

The National Curriculum. Furthermore, we want to ensure 

that our children develop into aspirational, successful young 

people with a deep understanding of our Oak Tree Values, 

to be safe in the knowledge that they are confident, well-

rounded people who are ready for secondary education 

and later life.  

 



All staff at Oak Tree are committed to teaching a broad, 

balanced and well-rounded curriculum in which each 

element holds equal importance in developing the whole 

child. 

 

 

 

Curriculum Core Values 

 

 Creative 

 

 Inspiring 

 

 Challenging 

 

 Transferable 

 

 Motivating 

 

 Innovative 

 

 Nurturing 

 

 Progressive 

 

 Knowledge-based 

 

 

 

 



Oak Tree Curriculum Offer 
 

Each year group follows a thematic approach through which key 

knowledge and skills are taught. Children and adults are actively 

encouraged to contribute to the provision and activities for each 

theme, through which broader and deeper issues can be explored.  

 

Core Subjects: 
Age Related Expectations for each subject are clearly outlined in 

the national Curriculum and form the basis of our assessments. 

Planning, teaching and learning are knowledge-based and 

learning is shared with parents via our Knowledge Organisers which 

are sent home termly. Every term we hold progress meetings to 

ensure progression is central to children’s learning. Teacher’s aim to 

teach core subjects through the holistic theme where appropriate 

but all subjects are taught through discrete sessions. 

 

Wider Curriculum Subjects: 
Where possible, children are taught through a thematic approach 

and in a way which captures their imagination and interest. All 

subjects are taught discretely and assessed against a clearly 

structured progression of knowledge and skills from Year 1 to Year 

6. Learning is scaffolded so that children can develop their 

knowledge across the appropriate age range. 

 

Personal Development: 
Learning Behaviours and Growth Mindset underpin children’s 

learning experiences at Oak Tree. We learn through mistakes and 

teachers ensure that there is a high level of challenge in every 

aspect of the curriculum. Children leave Oak Tree being the best 

version of themselves and fully equipped for the next stage of the 

learning journey. 

 

High Expectations: 
All children are inspired to embrace challenge at Oak Tree. 

Children are taught through mixed-ability context; there is no glass 

ceiling and teachers pose open ended, high level questions, 

encouraging children to think and gain knowledge in a variety of 

ways.  



Examples of the Oak Tree Curriculum  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making water channels 
Climbing on the 

outdoor equipment 

Playing with numbers 

Hatching our own chicks 
Learning at the museum 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The Highwayman crime 

scene! 

Learning through games 

Protesting against a proposed development during whole school 

project week 

Coding using Scratch 
Enjoying reciprocal reading 



 

 

 

Writing inspired through a school mystery! 

Learning to play instruments 

After school clubs 

Henry VIII meets Andy Warhol 

Learning to cook feasts! 



  

 
 
 

 

Enhancing our school 

environment 

Aspirations Week 

Exciting enrichment projects 

Showcasing the arts 


